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The reaction of carboxylic esters with boron trihalide was extensively 

studied by W.Gerrard et.al. and the intermediary formation of ester-boron 

trihalide complex was suggested'. More recentry, P.S.Manchand showed that 

sterically hindered carboxylic esters can be converted by boron trichloride to 

the corresponding carboxylic acids'. 

In this paper, we wish to report the application of this reaction to the 

synthesis of amides and to transesterification. 

Boron tribromide reacts smoothly with carboxylic esters under mild 

conditions, and the addition of amines to the reaction mixture of boron 

tribromide and carboxylic esters gave the amides in excellent yield. 

The substitution of amines by alcohols in this reaction gave the 

corresponding esters (transesterification). 
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A solution of an ester (0.01 mol) in CH2C12 or CGHG was treated with 

BBr3 (0.01-0.012 mol) dissolved in CGHG and the solution was stirred at ZO-40'. 

After 1 -5 hrs, an amine or an alcohol (0.01 mol) was added and the mixture was 
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